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INTRODUCTION 
,, 
This study is an attempt to discover the likes and dislikes 
of second grade children for stories in ~ ~ Neighbors pub-
lished by Ginn and Gompany, copyright 1948. ~uccess in early II 
reading depends in part on keen interest in what is being read. ' 
Hasal readers have been written with a limited, controlled 
vocabulary, with a definite educational sequence of procedure jj 
II molded within this controlled vocabulary. The series are 
I 
I 
ll I; 
\ 
I 
built on research and are built around themes and things ex-
pected to be interesting and appealing to children. 
The purpose is to find out whether the children like these 
stories and why they like them, and which experiences are most 
often pictured by the children after hearing these stories. 
we base our interpretation of the child's interest on 
research but we see and relate these stories through an adult's 
eyes, experience, and sense of appreciation, Thus, after he 
I 
II 
lj 
has listened to these stories, we learn directly from the child 'i 
I 
just how these stories are received in our classrooms. We I 
assume ours are average second grade classes. 
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CHAPTER I 
PLAN OF STUDY 
It is the purpose of this study to determine why the 
children like or dislike the stories in We~ Neighbors, pub- :1 
lished by Ginn and Company. 
Selection of Material: 
The forty-five stories in We ~ Neighbors, a basal reader 
for the first level of second grade reading, were selected 
since they were not being taught in the participating class-
rooms. 
Presentation: 
In order to eliminate any reading difficulty in the storieJ 
it was decided that all stories would be presented orally to 
the children by the teacher. 
At first it was decided to set up a checklist of items 
for each story and to have each child tell whether or not he 
liked that part about which each item was written. Feeling 
that this plan would limit the children's free responses, such 
a plan was abandoned. 
The plan finally adopted provided that each story be 
followed up in each of three different ways immediately after 
the story had been read to the class. These included: 
I 
I 
I i . 
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1. A pictorial response. 
2. Gomprehension check. 
3. Oral response. 
1. Pictorial response: 
-----=.._ ---===-
A story was read to the children and at the conclu-
sion of the story, the following directions were given: 
"Draw a picture of the story I have just read to you." 
r-
No suggestions were given so that there were no influencing1 
factors on this response. 
2. Comprehension check: 
a series of statements, some true and some false, 
were built for each story. The number of statements 
varied from four to thirteen, depending upon the size and 
content of the story. For each story, hectographed papers 
were prepared for the pupils with the proper numbering on 
each. Beside each number were the words "yes" and "no". 
The children were told to draw a line under the correct 
answer for each statement as it was read. This method was 
11 
followed to make the answering as easy as possible for all. 
Following is the answer sheet for the story "New 
Neighbors": 
11 
jl 
li 
II 
II 
1. yes no 
2. yes no 
J. yes no 
4. yes no 
s. yes no 
Name: 
The statements read for this story were: 
1. A lumber truck came into Jack's yard. yes no 
2. All the neighbors came out to see what was 
going on. yes no 
J. Jack liked to hear the noises, bang, bang, 
z-z-z-z. yes no 
4. The new house was painted green. yes no 
s. The new neighbor, Mike, came over to see 
the children. yes no 
A complete copy of all the tests may be found in the 
Appendix. 
J. Oral Response: 
After hearing a story, each child was called up to 
the teacher's desk so that no one would be influenced by 
other answers. The child was asked, "Did you like the 
story? Why?n Nothing was said that would make a child 
feel that he should answer "yes". As each child answered 
his response was recorded by the teacher. After all had 
responded, the reasons given for liking or disliking the 
6 
lf~----=-
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I 
story were tabulated on a master sheet, so that results 
could be checked against the picture responses. 
1 
•I 
II 
By using this rotation plan the children were able, through 
11 
the picture and oral methods, to give free responses. The 
I 
!I checklist provided an instrument for determining whether or not ~1 
the story content was comprehended. 
In each instance, no indication was made to the children 
that the reading of the story would be followed by any form of " 
a check. 
Method ..Qf Rotation: 
I • 
1 To ensure that each story was completed in each of the 
I three different ways, the forty-five stories in We~ Neigh-
~  were divided into three groups of fifteen stories each. 
1
1 
Group A stories were followed by a pictorial response in room 
I, a comprehension check in room II, an~ an individual oral 
response in room III. Group B stories were followed by a com-
prehension check in room I, an individual oral response in room 
I II, and a pictorial response in room III. Group C stories were 
followed by an individual oral response in room I, a pictorial 
response in room II, and a comprehension check in room III. 
I ll This rotation system was carried out because one story may lend 11 
1i itself more to one method than another, and also because one II · 
I teacher may be a more interesting story-teller than another. 
j Hence, through rotation, all stories were followed up in all 
11 three ways and by all three teachers. 
,-~--- -'--'=-'-·=--"---=.c--=-c..:.·-=~- --
The following table shows how this rotation plan was t 
carried out: 
TABLE I 
TYPES OF RESPONSE~ MADE BY THE THREE ROOMS 
TO THE THREE GROUPS OF ~TORIES 
========:::;:::=================·! 
I 
~~--~--~~~~~~~~~--~~--~~---Room III 1 ----~~~~--------~~~~~----~~~~~~-----r~~~~~- I 
II 
Pictur e !I 
Oral 
<.:omprehens1cn 
_______ ......___. ________ ~---- '' 
Group A stories included: 
Next Door Neighbors 
Mike and His Neighbors 
r1r. Joe's Rabbits 
Mr. Toad 
~ing, Jerry, Sing 
Funny Pictures 
Fun with Rhymes 
Puppy 
Has the Milk Come? 
Our Radio Does Not Go 
Poem - Doorbells 
A Trip in the Little Caboose 
Poem - Round Go the Wheels 
1 
,, 
I 
I 
c 
\..1 
======it=+= How the Rabbit Lost His Tail ____ ~St9ne__Sou""-=_'"""_=-=-...=c-====-=-=-=== 
I 
:I 
Grou£ B stories included: 
New Neighbors 
The Basket of Apples 
Fuzzy and His Neighbors 
Zeke_, the Raccoon 
Poem - Next Door People 
Miss Ann's Fun Garden 
Sonny 
Three on a Roof 
The Air Mail Letter 
Ginger and the New Wall Paper 
Ebenezer 
The Truck and the Snowman 
The Very Big Cow 
The Horned Animals Give a Party 
Wee Robin's Christmas Song 
Grou£ C stories included: 
Garden Street 
Poem - The Unfinished House 
Patsy Has a Birthday 
Toddle, the Turtle 
Tabby and Her Kittens 
Surprise on wheels 
The Pet Parade 
The Lamb Who Liked Stories 
I 
~ 
I. 
II 
Ji 
d 
h 
II 
II 
I 
Snipp, Snapp, ~nurr, and the Red Shoes 
A Dog by .h;xpress 
The Baker's Truck 
Ned and the New Road 
Mike Mulligan ~d His Steam Shovel 
The Old woman and the Fox 
Silly Jack 
II One or two stories a day were presented in random order 
I! over a period of six weeks to total classes. 
I 
I' 
:1 Population: 
II Throughout this study the population was composed of 
II children in areas suburban to Metropolitan Boston. Seventy-
II 
four children in three second grade rooms responded to the 
stories. The chronological ages rdnged from seven years to 
eight years, one month. 
The suburban areas included both industrial and profes-
1 sional communities, and home conditions varied from under-
1 
1
1 privileged to average. 
1'1' The data of the study were analyzed and the results are 
presented in the next chapter. 
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uHAPTER II 
ANALY~IS OF DATA 
II 
CHAPrER II 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
As stated in the previous chapter, the purpose of this 
study was to survey why the children liked or disliked the 
stories in the basal reader We Are Neighbors, published by 
Ginn and 0ompany. This chapter deals with an analysis of 
this survey. The data were analyzed to find: 
1. If the story was comprehended. 
2. If second grade children liked or disliked 
the stories of the basal reader. 
3. The reasons for the likes or dislikes. 
4. The elements of the story most interesting 
to them. 
~---=-- --=------=- - -- -- -- ======tF-=~== 
I 
I 
I 
I 
::>tory 1. GARDEN STREET 
COI1PREHENSION CHECK 
I 
I 
I 
Possible Score :standard Deviation 'I 
'I 
II .5 4.32 .68 
I, 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ,; 
Humor Plot 
L D L----r5 
Responses Characters 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
Pers. Assoc. I 
L D 
Oral 21 10 
Picture 14 4 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
1. The cars were going along Garden Street. 
2. The airplanes were over Garden Street. 
3· The children were playing. 
4. The whole story. 
Oral Picture 
3 3 
19 6 
0 .5 
3 0 
I 
I 
I 
:I 
I 
1 
II 
'I I· 
'I 
!I 
I 
All twenty-nine children who gave oral responses liked the I 
story. Twenty-one responses were for plot and ten were for 
characters. Of the eighteen children who pictured the story, 
fourteen pictured plot and four pictured characters. There 
were more responses for plot than for characters, while there 
were no responses for humor, rhyme, or personal association. 
=-===------- =-=-=~=-=-~=-==-,---- -=== 
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II 
I 
II 
II 
i! 
I 
I 
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1 
~tory 2. NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score 
6 ,5.62 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Standard Deviation 11 
I 
.26 
Res,Eonses Humor Plot 
L--ri 
Characters Rh;y:me Pers. Assoc. 
L D L D L 
I Oral 40 3 
I Pictures 27 9 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
I Items 
j Likes 
1. When they made the gate. 
l1 2. When they were playing ball. 
'I 
" 
3. When the ball went over the fence. 
4. When they missed the ball and had to go 
around • 
.5. The zzzzz sound of sawing wood. 
6. When Father called to come and see the 
new gate. 
7. Mother and Peter came out to see what was 
going on. 
8. When the man came in the yard to do some-
thing for the children. 
Houses 
Dislikes 
Jl I 1. When the ball went over the fence. 
D 
18 
7 
.5 
.5 
2 
1 
1 
1 
L 
9 
D 
Picture 
23 
4 
I' 
I 
II 
I 
--=-== 
Most of the responses were about plot with forty-three 
oral and twenty-seven through pictures. 
II 
Nine of the other oral ,' 
responses were for personal assoca.tions, and of the picture II 
responses, nine were for characters. 
who responded orally liked the story. 
one item in the plot. 
All twenty-five children ~~ 
Of these, three disliked !1 
II 
'I 
I 
II 
I 
II 
I 
I 
II 
I! 
Possible Score 
5 
Story 3. NEW NEIGHBORS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
4.50 
Standard Deviation 
.77 ,, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I Responses 
II 
Humor 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Plot L---n Characters L D Rhyme L D 
II 
Pers. Assoc. 1j L D 
1!
1
. Oral 
I Pictures 
7 
25 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
I Likes 
I 
1. The 
Items 
house. 
2. To hear about folks 
J• The men at work. 
4. The noise of saws. 
moving. 
5. Neighbors to be friends. 
6. Truclcs. 
6 
Picture 
7 4 
1 0 
2 12 
1 
1 
9 
All thirteen children who gave oral responses liked the 
jl story. Seven liked the plot while six had personal association. 
I li Twenty-five pictured some part of the plot~ Four pictured the 
I 
lhouse, twelve pictured workmen and nine showed trucks with 
workmen. j 
1_6 
II I. 
) 
II 
I' I ;:;tory 4. POEM - THE UNFINISHED HOUSE 
II 
'I COMPREHENSION CHECK 
I Possible Score Standard Deviation 
I 7 4.48 1.79 
I 
I 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES II 
I Responses Humor 
L D 
Plot L-r> Characters L D Rhyme L D Pers. Assoc. 1 L D , 
I 
! Oral 
I 
I Pictures 
I 
I 
1 Likes 
' 
I 1. There 
I 2. There 
I Dislikes 
were 
were 
5 16 1 
17 
8 
5 
1 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
unfinished stairs. 
unfinished rooms. 
1
1 
1. I do not like unfinished houses. 
Picture 
9 6 
9 lJ 
1 
/, 
I Twenty-nine children gave oral responses with twenty-eight 
I 
I 
liking the poem and one disliking it. Of the twenty-eight who 
liked the poem, five liked it for humor, sixteen for plot, 
1
1
1 eight for characters, and one for rhyme. Of the twenty chil-
l dren who pictured the poem, seventeen pictured plot and five 
I 
ji pictured characters. Most of the responses were for plot. 
11 There were no responses for personal association. 
The one child who disliked the poem did not like the plot. 
!.=.....::.. ~. -- - • .:..... -...::::...:.. .:_· ..= 
I 
I 
I 
II 
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Story 5. MIKE AND HIS NEIGHBORS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible :::icore Standard Deviation 
7 6.93 
DI~TRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I Responses Humor Plot Dharacter Rh:tme 
L D L D L D L 
Oral 12 4J 10 2 
Pictures 27 11 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPON:::iES 
Items 
1 Likes 
'I 1. When the new baby came Mike didn't run 
away any more. 
l1 2. Mike liked the baby so much he stayed by 
the baby' s bed. 
I J. When the baby come because all the 
1 children liked the baby. 
I 
I 
II 
lj 
1 
II 
! 
4. When the dog followed the mailman. 
5. when the dog followed the fire engine. 
6. When the dog went into the school. 
7. When the new baby came they told the 
neighbors. 
8 ~ When the baby was crying. 
9. when the children came to Mike's home 
to see the baby. 
I 10. Because · they said, "No, let's not tie him 
in. n 
D 
.2) 
Pers. 
Qr§l 
11 
6 
5 
4 
J 
J 
2 
2 
2 
2 
L 
9 
~ -- - - --- =-=--~-
I 
Assoc. 
D 
Picture 
7 
'I 
II 
~ I 
II 
'I 
.I 
I 
II 
8 
il I 
I 19 
--1---
II 
I' II 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES (continued) 
I Likes Items Oral 
· 11. When lUke got all wet under the sprinkler. 1 
12. when they were going to build a fence so 
the dog wouldn 1 t follow them. 1 
lJ. When the dog ran down Garden Street. 
Mike chases cats I . . 
, Dislikes 
1. When the puppy went out of his yard. 
2. When the dog chased the fire engines. 
J. When they were going to build a fence 
keep Mike at home. 
4. . Wh,en they were going to tie up Mike • 
.s. When they took Mike out of school. 
to 
1 
J 
2 
2 
2 
1 
Picture 
5 
12 
J 
I 
II 
I 
'I 
Most of the responses were about the plot with fifty-three 1 
I oral and twenty-seven through pictures. Of the other oral 
I responses, twelve said the story was funny, two were for 
1
, chara cters, and nine for personal associations. Of the other 
I 
I! 
II 
picture responses, eleven were for characters. All twenty-five 'I 
children who responded orally liked the story. Of these, some 
disliked five items in the plot. 
~ - --
\ 
I 
il 
Story 6. THE BASKET OF APPLES 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
.5 4 • .50 .68 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I Res~onses 
Humor Plot Character Rh;y:me Pers. Assoc. 
L D L D L D L D L n · 
I Oral 3 1 13 0 1 
11 
Pictures 22 3 
I DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items Oral Picture 
I Likes 
I 1. Picking apples. 4 19 
II 2. Ending. 9 
I 3· It could be true. 1 I 
4. Didn't like it - made me hungry. 1 
.5. Characters only • 6 
Of the fifteen oral responses, fourteen liked the story. 
!
Thirteen of them liked the plot. 
tion. 
One had a personal associa-
or the twenty-five pictures, twenty-two dealt with plot 
I 
Jl with the three remaining picturing characters. 
II 
I ,, 
20 
1 --~1 .. ~ 
• 
• 
===--
Story 7. PATSY HAS A BIRTHDAY 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 9.20 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Oral 
Pictures 
Humor Plot 
L D L--n 
28 
16 
Character 
L D 
1 
1 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
1. Mother had already bought the dishes. 
2. Jean could not find the dishes. 
3. The whole story. 
4. Jean gave Patsy the dishes at the 
_ ~ - ~ birthday party. 
5. The dishes were in the store window. 
1.47 
Pers. Assoc. 
L D 
Oral Picture 
14 
6 
3 
11 12 
3 
I 21_ j 
I 
'I 
I 
II 
'I 
!I 
All twenty-nine children who gave oral responses liked the 11 
story. Twenty-eight responses were for plot and one was for :J 
characters. Of the seventeen children who pictured the story, I 
sixteen pictured plot and one pictured characters. Most of the 1 
responses were for plot. There were no responses for humor, 
rhyme or personal association. 
-------
I 
II 
l' 
------=- - -·-'-='--=-' 
Story 8. MR. JOE'S RABBITS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
7 
I Responses 
Oral 
Pictures 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Humor Plot 
L D L---n 
4 51 
25 
7 
Characters 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
.04 
Pers. Assoc. '' 
L D 
24 
I 
Items Oral 
:, 
Picture I, Likes 
1. When they made the new rabbit house. 11 
,I 2. When the children took the rabbits to 
11 their homes to take care of them. 
'I 3. When the boys were having fun catching 
rabbits. 
4. · When Mr. Joe had to let the rabbits out. 
II 5. Exciting when fire engines came to put 
I
I out the fire. 
6. When fire engines went up the street to I see where the fire was and children ran. 
7. When children were kind to Mr. Joe and 
caught all the rabbits. 
8. When the firemen went fast down Garden 
1 Street and Mr. Joe started running. 
Ill 9. Because rabbits liked to be in home of 
·I boys. 
_-=-:.....;:__ - ..=... 
10 
8 
6 
5 
5 
2 
1 
1 
I 
4 
6 
·-== =-- r=--=-= 
I 
lf 
I DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES (continued) 
Items Picture 
I 
I 
I 
'( 
!I 
I Likes 
I 10. When rabbit house was on fire. 1 
11~ When they made the rabbit house because 
it was new. . 1 
Dislikes 
Eabbits in the house while house 
is on fire. 
Firemen putting out fire in the 
rabbit house. 
Rabbit House 
1. When fire was in the bunny house. 
2. When children ran after the rabbits. 
3. When fire happened because rabbits 
didn't have any fun. 
3 
1 
1 
4. When Mr. Joe had to let the bunnies out. 1 
5. When children ran down the street to the 
fire. 1 
2 
7 
4 
2 
Most of the responses were about the plot with fifty-eight 
oral and twenty-five through pictures. Of the other oral re-
I 
I 
I 
I 
'· 
sponses, four said the story was funny and twenty-four were for 
personal associations. All the picture responses were for plot., 
The twenty-five children who responded orally liked the story. 
Of these, some disliked five items in the plot. 
1\ 
-- -=--- _; ~ -
II 
tl 
II 
,I II . 
::>tory 9. FUZZY AND !.!1§ NEIGHBORS I ' 
GOMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
5 4.52 .74 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
II ResJ2ons~s Humor Plot Gharacters Rh~me Pers 1 Assoc. 
L D L---r> L D L D L D I 
1 oral 2 14 2 I I I 
1 Pictures 25 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RE::>PONSES I 
Items Picture 1 
Likes 
1. Fuzzy and rock. 5 16 
2. Fuzzy and sunflower, squirrels. 5 9 
J. Ending. 1 
4. Length. 2 
5. Animals. 2 
6. Humor (funny}. 1 
Of the sixteen oral responses, the l argest number liked 
\ the plot. All liked the story. Two h~d personal association. 
I Twenty-five pictured responses dealt with the plot, sixteen 
I with the rock and nine with the sunflower. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
,, 
I 
I 
<)•/'' 
...... !:.._ 
II 
II 
li 
I 
I 
I 
::>tory 10. TODDLE, THE TURTLE 
COMPRE~NSION CHECK 
Possible Score Mean Standard Deviation 
11 10.12 .86 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res12onses Humor Plot Characters RhJ!:me Pers. Assoc. 
L D L--r5 L D L D L D 
Oral 3 23 2 1 
Pictures 10 7 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items ~ Picture 
Likes 
1. They were looking for the turtle. 11 1 
2. The turtle played tricks. 13 1 
3. Dick's mother and father took him to 
Blue Pond. 3 3 
4. Toddle met another turtle at Blue Pond 
and stayed there to live. 12 5 
II 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I all twenty-nine children who gave oral responses liked ] 
,
1
l the story. Three responses were for humor, twenty-three for i] 
I plot, two for characters, and one for personal association. 
I 
'I Of the seventeen children who pictured the story, ten pictured I 
I I 
were 
11 
II 
! plot and seven pictured characters. Most of the responses 
I 
II 
for plot. 
li 
Story 11. MR. TOAD 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
.5 4.89 .OJ 
Responses 
oral 
Pictures 
Likes 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Humor Plot 
L D L----r> 
10 68 
27 
J 
Characters 
L D 
4 
4 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
1. When the toad jumped for flies and bugs. 
2. When the green hat jumped because frog 
19 
was under the hat. 13 
J. When the hat went over the fence. 9 
4. When the frog popped out from under the 
hat and crawled under the flower box. 
.5. When the hat fell on the toad. 
7 
.5 
6: When they hid back of the tree to watch. .5 
7. When they found the hat. 
8. When Miss Ann called Jane because she 
found her hat. 
4 
2 
Pers. Assoc. 
L D 
28 1 
Picture 
4 
.5 
8 
9. Because Jane wanted to know what was 
under the hat. 2 2 
I' 10. When the frog went through the green 
grass like a snake. 
l. 
1 
II 
!I 
I 
ll 
26 
I 
I 
I 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES (continued) 
Items 
Likes 
11. When toad hopped across the field 
Jane finding the hat in the garden. 
Toad hopping away from the hat in the 
garden. 
Dislikes 
~ 
1 
1. When she threw the hat over the fence. 1 
2. Because they had to tell her. She didn't 
even know she threw her own hat over 
the fence. 1 
J. When he was eating flies. 1 
Picture 
4 
2 
2 
rl 
II 
'I 
'I 
1: 
I 
I 
I Most of the responses were about the plot with seventy-one 11 
'II oral and twenty-seven through pictures. Of the other oral re- ;1 
sponses, ten said the story was funny, four were for character, 1 
1: 
I. 
I 
I 
'I 
II 
jl 
and_. :f?wenty-nine for personal associations. or the other pic-
ture responses, four were for characters. All twenty-five 
children who responded orally liked the story. Some disliked 
three items in the plot. 
I 
I, 
I 
!I 
,I 
I 
Story 12. ZEKE THE RACCOON 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
5 
Responses 
Oral 
Pictures 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Humor Plot 
L D L---r> 
7 9 
25 
1 
Characters 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
.52 
Pers. Assoc. 
L D 
4 
Items Picture \I Likes 
It 
i! 1. Zeke put his paw on paper. 9 12 
' 
I! 2. Zeke put his paw on window. 7 7 
I J. Funny - liked animals. 4 II 
II 4. Raccoon outdoors 6 I 
Of the twenty oral responses, nineteen liked the story. 
I One child said the story was not long enough. Seven thought 
1 it funny. Nine liked the plot. Four thought of personal 
I 
association. 
The twenty-five pictures showed the raccoon; twelve showed 
I 
him on the table; seven showed him looking out the window; six 
; showed him outdoors. 
! 
'I I 
I 
! 
I 
I 
't 
I' 
I 
II 
I! 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Story 1.3. TABBY AND ~ K:ri'TENS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
II 29 
II 
I 
i 
:J 
I 
lj 
I 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Ora:l 
Pictures 
Humor 
L D 
2 
Plot L---n 
2.3 
1.3 
Characters 
L D 
.3 
2 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
1. The little kitten was put in the coat box. 
2. Mother was surprised when she saw the 
kittens in the coat box. 
J. Mother Cat went out to get the other 
kittens in the barn. 
4·~ Tabby brought the little kitten into the 
house. 
.5. The whole story 
6. The mother cat ran home with her kittens. 
1.66 
Pers. A!soc. 1 
1.5 
4 
1 
2 
2 
L D 
I 
I 
I 
II 
Picture II 
I 
8 
4 
0 
1 II 
1 
All twenty-eight children who gave oral responses liked 
Two responses were for humor, twenty-three were II the story. 
for plot, and three were for characters. Of the fifteen chil-I 
I! dren who pictured the story, thirteen pictured plot and two 
pictured characters. Most of the responses . were for plot. 
' 
, There were no responses for rhyme or personal association. 
II 
: 
,, 
I 
I 
I 
Possible Score 
7 
Story 14. ..§.ll!Q, JERRY, ..§1NQ II 
'I 
I COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Standard Deviation 
.02 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res12onses Humor P:lot Characters Rh;y:me Pers. Assoc. I 
L---n 
I 
It 
Oral 
Pictures 
L 
5 
D L D L D 
54 4 
22 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
1 Likes 
1. Girls went upstairs to bed then canary 
sang. 14 
2. Jerry sang so children could go to sleep. 6 
3. When Mary played the piano and thought 
· the bird would sing but he didn1 t 5 
4. When the bird sang they called Mother to 
tell her. 4 
5. They were surprised when the bird sang. 4 
6. Mary had a birthday party and got a canary. 4 
7. When they went to bed because Mother 
wanted them to go. 3 
8. Mary had a birthday. 3 
9. The radio was so low the girls could sleep. 2 
10. They had ice cream and cake. 2 
L D I 
21 2 
II 
II 
Picture 
10 
6 
31_ 
II 
ll 
)i 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES (continued) 
II 
Items Picture :1 Likes 
11. Because he sang before tomorrow when they 
had said he might sing. 
12. The bird wouldn't sing. 
13. When Mother turned on the radio sweet music 
2 
2 
came out and the bird started to sing. 1 
14. When they fell asleep. 
15. When the bird started to sing at night 
they were happy. 
Dislikes 
1. Didn't like when bird did not sing. 
2. When she played the piano and the bird 
still wouldn't sing. 
1 
1 
3 
1 
4 
2 
II 
II 
II 
'I 
II 
I 
I 
Most of the responses were about plot with fifty-eight I 
oral and twenty-two through pictures. Of the other oral re-
sponses, five said the story was funny and twenty-three were 
for personal associations. All the picture responses were for ·I 
plot. The twenty-five children who responded orally liked the 
story. Some disliked two items in the plot. 
I' I 
I 
I 
I 
'I 
II 
I 
II 
II 
I 
I 
Story 15. POEM -~ 12QQB PEOPLE 
CO~~REHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
4 ,3.48 .53 
I' 
I 
I 
i' 
i\ 
II 
I 
! 
Responses Humor 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Plot 
L----r5 
Characters 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
Pers. As soc . [1 
L D 
Oral 
Pictures 
I 
2 1.3 
25 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
2 
II Items .21:§1 Picture I 
il Likes 
1. People to like each other. 2 
I 2. Things .about the bird. 1.3 25 
l Disliked 
I 1. Because it was too short. 2 
II 
II 
Of the seventeen oral responses, fifteen liked the poem; 
I two said it was too short; thirteen of the fifteen spoke of 
j characters, grandmother, the bird, and friends. 
, canaries at home. 
Two had I 
II 
Of the twenty-five pictured responses, the characters were 11 
I canaries. 
I 
I' 
li 
II 
II 
01 
Story 16. SURPRISE ON WHEELS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 9.68 1.35 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I 
Res12onses Humor Plot Characters Rh1me Pers. Assoc. l 
L----r> L D L D L D L D 
Oral 25 J 
Pictures 11 2 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items Oral Picture 
Likes 
II 1. Peter let the goat get away. 12 1 
2. The saws made the noise z-z-z. 2 0 
J. The children were building a train. J 
4. The children were on their way to their 
uncle's house. 1 
I 5. The goat pushed the train down the hill. 21 7 
All twenty-eight children who gave oral responses liked 
\ the story. Twenty-five responses were for plot and t h ree were I 
~ I I for characters. Of the thirteen children who pictured the 
story, eleven pictured plot and two pictured characters. There \\ 
were more responses for plot than for characters, while there 
ji were no responses for humor, rhyme, or personal association. 
I 
\ 
II 
Story 17. FUNNY PICTURES 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
7 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
, Res12onses Humor Plot Characters Rh:Ime 
L----r5 L D L D L 
Oral 14 66 3 
Pictures 2.5 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
I 
I 
I 1. When they took pictures and gave funny 
pictures. 
1 
2. When Father took Jack's picture and his 
I! J. Wh::c::; :::k t::e 8:::::::w:f Father 
I 
\I I 
I 
because they gave Father the cowboy. 
4~ ' Liked picture with green fuzzy hair. 
.5. Liked scarecrow picture. 
6. When a picture was taken they said "click". 
7. Liked picture with the yellow shoes. 
8. Liked pictures of the tall boy with a 
little jacket and small boy with big 
jacket. 
9. When they made the pictures. 
10 When Dick came down the street because II, • he was on a bicycle. 
I 
D 
.23 
·Pers. Assoc. j 
L D t 
16 I 
I 
I 
Picture 
14 
11 
10 
4 
9 
4 
1 
4 L 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
II 
I 
I, 
I· 
35 
I 
II DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES (~ontinued) 
I 
I 
I Likes 
J 11. Liked the picture of a cowboy. 
Items 
12. When the boy laughed because he knew 
I there was only one pictu1•e left - the scarecrow. 
I 
I 
lJ. When Father took Jack's picture because 
Jack took Father's picture 
I 
r 
·I 
I 
I 
14. When they took the pictures out of the 
"camera". 
15: When they were taking pictures because 
others would get curious. 
16. When they took the picture of the boy 
because he said, "Do I look like that? 11 
17. Liked Jack and Jean made funny because 
funny pictures fun to make. 
I 18. When they made the camera. 
I 19. When Dick rode down on his bike and they I took his picture 
j Dislikes 
1 1. When Father gave the scarecrow to Jaclc. 
2. Because Father knew the trick. 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
Picture 
J 
1 
J 
Most of the responses were about the plot with sixty-nine 
I or~l and twenty-five through pictures. Of the other oral re-
I' I 
I sponses, fourteen said the story was fum1y and sixteen were for l 
' I: personal associations. All the picture responses were for plot. 
,: 
i The twenty-five children who responded orally liked the story. 
i 
: Some disliked two items in the plot. 
"tf: 
.I -· 
ll 
I 
! 
i 
I 
I 
il ~)7 
I 
Story 18. MISS ANN'S FUN GARDEN 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 10.12 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res12onses Humor Plot Character Rhlme 
L-r5 L D L D L 
Oral 17 
Pictures 2.5 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
~·, ~hings .about the garden. 
2. Things about the party. 
(a) told it was a fun garden 
. · .~ (.b) .· boys mad and then glad 
D 
1.0.5 
Pers. 
9 
8 
L 
1 
3. \'ie have a garden. 1 
Assoc. 
D 
Picture 
19 
6 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Of eighteen responses, all liked this story. Seventeen 
liked the plot, nine about the garden, eight about the 
one personal association. Of the twenty-five pictured 
1 nineteen pictured the garden and six the party. 
party; 1 
I 
response j' 
I 
II 
:I 
I 
I 
I ,, 
I 
\ 
II 
I 
I 
I 
Story 19. THE PET PARADE 
CO~~REHENSION CHECK 
1 Possible Score 
I 
Standard Deviation 
7 5.84 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res12onses Humor Plot Characters Rh~me L--n L D L D L 
Oral 1 23 1 
Picture 17 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
1 
Likes 
I 
I 1. The parade came by. 
I 2. The children were putting up the sign. 
I 3. The hen laid an egg and won the prize. 
I 
I 
D 
1.25 
Pers. Assoc. 
L 
2 
3 
20 
D 
Picture 
13 
2 
2 
I All twenty-seven children who gave oral responses liked 
the story. One response was for humor, twenty-three were for 
plot, one was for characters, and two were for personal asso-
elation. In picturing the story, all seventeen children pic-
\ tured 
I 
the plot. Most of the responses were for plot. 
I 
I 
I ,, 
I 
I 
I 
18 
Story 20. FUN Jlilli RHYMES 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Mean Standard Deviation ii 
I 9 
Responses 
Oral 
Pictures 
7.07 .25 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Humor Plot 
L D L--r5 
5 25 
23 
1 
Characters 
L D 
2 
Rhyme Pers. Assoc. 1 L D L D · 
17 6 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
i Likes 
Items Picture 
,I 1. When plane was flying over. 
I 2. Patsy's rhyme about pumpkins. 
I J. Rhyme about airplane. 
I 
4. When they said the rhymes. 
5. Rhyme about the fish. 
6. When pumpkin splashed. 
7. When Dick told about the pet store. 
8. When it said, "The Christmas sled is red." 
A boy dressed as ballplayer be wants to be. 
A ball going over the fence 
II Dislikes 
I 1. Airplane went overhead. Sounds like jets. 
7 
5 
5 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
19 
2 
1 
1 
II 
II 
Most of the responses were about plot with twenty-six 
oral and twenty-three through pictures. Of the other oral 
responses, five said the story was funny, seventeen were for Jl 
rhyme, and six for personal associations. Of the other picture 
I' responses, two were for characters. All twenty-five children 
[i who responded orally liked the story. One disliked one item 
j in the plot. 
I 
I 
I 
'I I 
40 
II 
I 
I 
Story 21. SONNY 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
7 . 6.42 • .58 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
r Responses 
I 
Humor Plot 
L D L D 
Characters Rhyme Pers. Assoc. 
I 
Oral 
.5 
, Pictures 
1 11 
1 
L D L D L D 
23 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items Picture i Likes 
11 1. The duck climbing out of the book. 7 2 
I 
2. Jumping back into the book 2 1 
I J. With other ducks 21 
1 D~~l~kes 
1~ Not funny. 1 
Of the seventeen oral responses, sixteen liked the story. 
I One child didn't. She said it was stupid - crazy. Eleven 
! liked tbe plot and one liked ducks. 
·I 
, Pictures showed more than one duck. Twenty-one pictured 
I other ducks. ,, 
II 11 
II II 
.I II 
I 
I ., 
1 
II 
t11. 
II 
h 
I' 
'I 
I Story 22. THE~ 1lliQ LIKED STORIES 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 7.12 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Oral 
Pictures 
Humor Plot 
L D L-r> 
2 20 
14 
Characters 
L D 
2 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
1. The hen beat the duck 
2. The duck got the corn instead of the 
hen getting it. 
J. The lamb was looking for someone to 
tell him a good story. 
4~ The cow told a good story to the lamb. 
1.24 
Pers. Assoc. 
L D 
1 
Oral P~cture 
1 
6 
4 11 
9 .5 
All twenty-five children who gave oral responses liked 
the story. Two responses were for humor, twenty were for plot, 
,I tw~ were for characters, and one was for personal association. 
I! Of the fourteen children who pictured the story, fourteen 
I' pictured plot and three pictured characters. Most of the 
I! responses were for plot. 
II 
I 
II 
I' 
;I 
I 
l 
I 
'I I 
Story 23. PUPPY 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
7 6.61 .59 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses Humor Plot 
L D L---ri 
Characters 
L D 
Bhyme Pers. Assoc. 
L D L D 
oral 10 
Pictures 
35 
23 
2 
DISTRIBUTIOU OF PLOT RESPONSES 
11 
Items Oral Picture 
Likes 
1. Kitten scratched puppy's nose. 9 
2. Fly landed on puppy's nose. 6 
3. When puppy thought he was brave but wasn't. 4 
4. When the bird flew up to the roof and 
puppy thought it was the hen. 
5. When he thought the fly was a bee. 
6. Puppy took a walk while Mother was 
sleeping. 
7. When puppy asked Mother if he could go 
for a walk. 
8. Where the puppy said, "Bow-wow~" 
9. When puppy took his first walk. 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
6 
4 
I 
j lO. Mother said, "I don't think you are old 
enough to go by yourself." 1 1 
I~ 
I: 
I' 
I 
I 
I 
II 
,, 
II 
!I 
r 
II 
jl DISTRIBUTION OF . PLOT RESPONSES (continued) 
I Likes Items 
I 11. When puppy ran back to his mother and 
said he would never run away again. 
Dog meets cat. 
Doghouse next to house. 
Dislikes 
1. When cat snapped at puppy. 
2. When he went off by himself because he 
might get hurt. 
1 
1 
1 
Picture 
10 
2 
Most of the responses were about the plot with thirty-
' seyen oral and twenty-three through pictures. Of the other 
oral responses, ten said the story was funny and eleven were 
for personal associations. All the picture responses were for 
plot. The twenty-five children who responded orally liked the 
I story. Of these, two disliked two items in the plot. 
I 
I 
I 
' 
' I 
II 
:I 
I 
.\ 
) 
Story 24. THREE QN A ROOF 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
7 6.79 • .51 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res12onses Humor Plot Characters Rh;y:me Pers. Assoc. 
I Oral 
L D L----r5 L D L D L D 
6 7 1 3 
I! Pictures 2.5 
,, DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items Oral Picture 
Likes 
l. All on the roof. 4 24 
2. Mrs. Owl included. 1 1 
3· Eating on roof. 2 
4. Talking animals l 
5. Funny. 6 
6. Personal Association. 3 
'I 
I 
II 
il 
ll 
I 
Of the seventeen oral responses, six thought the story 'I 
I 
1 
funny; seven liked the plot. 
I Twenty-five pictured elements of the plot. Twenty-four 
showed characters on the roof, one with Mrs. Owl talking. 
II 
II 
II 
I 
jl 
I 
I 
II 
I 
Story 25. SN.IPP, SNAPP, SNURR, AND .Tiill RED SHOES 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 7.44 1.55 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Responses Humor Plot 
L D L----r> 
Characters 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
Pers. 
L 
Assoc. ! 
D 
I, 
Oral 22 1 
Pictures 12 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
1. Snipp we.s red, Snapp was black and 
Snurr was \'lhi te. 
2. The boys bought the shoes. 
3. The boys worked to earn money for the 
red shoes. 
#. Snipp was painting the fence. 
5. Snurr worked in the flour mill. 
6. Snapp worked in the chimney. 
7. The boys were looking for work. 
9 
6 
4 
1 
1 
1 8. The boys gave the red shoes to mother. 1 
, 
I All twenty-two children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. They all liked it for plot. Of the thirteen children 
who pictured ;the .: story, twelve pictured plot and one pictured 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
characters. All but one of the responses were for plot. 
There were no responses for humor, rhyme, or personal assoc-
1at1on. 
II 
I! 
Story 26. HAS THE MILK COME? 
----
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
5 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses Humor Plot 
L D L--r5 
Characters 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
Oral 3 4 
Pictures 
29 
21 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
1. When the cat found the milk. 
2. When the cat put his paw on the milk 
bottle cover. 
3. When Mother said to go out to see if 
milk was there. 
4. When Tabby said, "l"Iew" because he wanted 
some milk. 
s. When the milkman brought the milk -but put 
it at the back door because Bob could 
eat. 
6. When the cat tried to pull the cover off 
the bottle. 
7. When they called the milkman. and Mother 
laughed because he told her the milk 
was at the back door. 
Milk at the back door. 
.06 
Pers. Assoc. 
L D 
12 
Oral Picture 
8 3 
7 
7 8 
2 2 
2 3 
2 
1 2 
3 
,, 
I 
il 
I 
II 
I 
,\ 
;;· Q 
k _ ("_') 
l! 
i 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES (continued) 
Items Oral Picture 
Dislikes 
1. When the milkman didn't come. 2 
2. When the cat put his paw on the milk 
bottle. 1 
). When they couldn't find the milk. 1 
Most of the responses were about plot with thirty-three 
oral and twenty-one through pictures. Of the other oral re-
sponses, three said the ·story was funny and twelve were for 
J personal associations. All the picture responses were for 
!I I 
I 
i 
IJ I plot. The twenty-five children who responded orally liked the 'I 
I 
J story. Some disliked three items in the plot. 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
II 
I 
I 
li 
II 
~ 
T 
li 
Story 27. THE AIR ~ .LETTER 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 10.48 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
1 Responses 
I 
I 
I Oral 
I Pictures 
I 
Humor 
L D 
7 
Plot L---r> 
5 
25 
Characters 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
l DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
I 
! 
I 
1 Likes 
Items 
i 1. The boy let the letter go. 
2. The letter beat the boy to box. 
3. It was true and you learned. 
4. The mailman caught the letter. 
5. Mail ' trucks. 
6. Planes. 
7. I like to get mail. 
8. Funny. 
.73 
Pers. Assoc. 
5 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
L D 
4 
Picture 
11 
13 
1 
Of the sixteen responses (oral), seven thought the story 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
funny. Five liked the plot. Four personal association, ie. I 
! (a) like to get letters; (b) like to hear about planes (c) want I 
! to be a pilot; (d) true story. The pictured responses showed 
i 
I 
I, 
5 0 
'I 
thirteen mail trucks; eleven pictures of the boy letting the 
letter go - or the letter flying through the air; one showed a 
plane. 
B"c;rrJil Unrversr~ 
Sct;ooi of Education 
Library ----- . 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
lr 
Story 28 • A DOG BY EXPRESS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 
' 
I DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
i Responses 
I 
I 
1 Oral 
\ Picture 
Humor Plot 
L D I.----r> 
1 21 
5 
Characters 
L D 
1 
6 
Rh,yme 
L D 
I DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
I Items 
1 Likes 
I 1. Bob and Bill were waiting for the 
I truck when it arrived. 
I· 2. The dog jumped out of the box. 
J. The dog ran back to the express man. 
4·. Bob and Bill did not know the dog's 
name at first. 
5. Bob and Bill found the dog's right 
name and the dog came to them. 
l.J7 
Pers. Assoc. 
L D 
Oral Picture 
2 2 
2 1 
J 1 
3 1 
21 
All twenty-three children who gave oral responses liked 
I 
the story. One response was for humor, twenty-one were for 
11 plot and one was for characters. Of the eleven children pic-
II 
!) 
!I 
I 
I 
I 
!I 
l, 
11 turing the story, five pictured plot and six pictured characters.! 
\ Most of the responses were for plot, while there were no re-
' I 
1
' sponses for rhyme or personal association. 
I 
'I 
I 
Possible Score 
I 
I! s 
II 
Story 29. CUR RADIO OOES NOT .QQ II 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Standard Deviation 
4.88 .06 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
I Res£onses Humor Plot L---r> Characters Rh;rme Pers. Assoc. I L D L D L D 
i Oral 22 2 
i Pictures 2.3 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
1 Likes 
1. When he fixed the radio. 6 
2. Because he fixed the radio just in time. 4 
J. When Ben said he would fix the radio. 
1 4. When radio was broken. 
):- when radio went "Click, click". 
6. When Mother and children got on the bus. 
7. They said, "Thank you. That is the pro-
gram we wanted to hear." 
8 .• When Mrs. Brooks opened the door and said, 
"Come in," to Ben. 
I Dislikes 
1 1. When the radio wouldn't go and there might 
have been a story on that they liked. 
II 
.1 2. They weren't being polite. If they had 
II!· missed part of the program nobody would 
have died from it. 
.3 
.3 
.3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
L 
2 
D 
Picture 
1 
2 
10 
1 
12 
1 
I 
I 
I 
II 
II 
" 
II 
I 
I 
I 
II Most of the responses were about plot with twenty-four 
i oral and twenty-three through pictures. Two other ·oral re-
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
sponses were for personal associations. All the picture re- I 
sponses were for plot. The twenty-five children who responded j 
orally liked the story. Two of these disliked items in the 
plot. 
54 
I 
I 
I 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
Story ,30. GINGER AND THE NEW WALL PAPER 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
ll II 
I 
I 
I 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
1.3 12.46 .82 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res:Qonses Humor Plot Characters Rh:t:me Perss Assoc. j1 
L D L---r> L D L D L D I 
Oral 12 9 1 
Pictures 25 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
ll Likes 
Items Picture 
l 1. Ginger got into the paste. 
I 
10 8 
i 2. He got leaves stuck over him. 
.3 8 
J. People putting on wall paper. 1 9 
All of the eighteen oral responses 
55 
Story )1. THE BAKER'S TRUCK 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 6.92 1.52 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Respop.ses Humor 
L D 
Plot L--r> Characters L D Rhyme L D Pers. Assoc. 1 L D I 
Oral 1 
Picture 
Likes 
19 
9 
1 
2 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
1. The equirrel ran away with the rolls. 
2. Dick saw the squirrel in the truck 
). Dick and the squirrel each had a roll 
for lunch. 
~. Mr. Bell was delivering his cakes, 
.· · pies, and rolls. 
5. Mr. Bell filled his truck with cakes, 
pies, and rolls. 
6. The food was at the bakery. 
1 
Oral Picture 
17 
6 
2 
7 
1 
1 
All twenty-two children who gave oral responses liked the 
story. One responses was for humor, nineteen were for plot, 
I 
I 
II 
il 
II 
\' 
one was for characters, and one was for personal association. I 
i 
Of the eleven children who pictured the story, nine pictured 1J 
il plot and two pictured characters. Most of the responses were lj 
I 
I 
I 
I 
56 
I 
I 
I 
Story J2. POEM - DOORBELLS 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation · 
I 
! 
i 
J J 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
oral 
Pictures 
Humor 
L D 
Plot L--n 
17 
20 
Characters 
L D 
Hhyme 
L D 
4 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Lil{eS 
1. It may be the bread man. The food he 
has to sell tastes so good. 
2. When doorbell rings you can't tell who 
it is. 
J. It might be a friend. 
4. It may be workman who comes and thinks 
of things to do. 
5. Liked the mailman with letters from far 
away. 
6. Like to see people come to the door. 
7_. Somebody might come to play with the 
- little boy. 
i 8. When the doorbell rings. 
i 
1\ 
A milkman at the door. 
A man at the door. 
I' 
A fireman at the door. 
0 
Pers. 
L 
7 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Assoc. ! 
D 
Picture 
7 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
8 
5 
1 
2 
1 
1 
5? 
r 
I 
1 Most of the responses were about plot with seventeen oral 
I and twenty through pictures. Four of the other oral responses 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I! 
I 
I 
I 
I: 
I! 
I 
I 
II 
1\ 
were for rhyme and seven for personal associations. All the 
picture responses were for plot. The twenty-five children who 
responded orally liked the story. Some disliked three items 
in the plot. I 
I 
I 
II 
j 
I 
, - S:..' ~Jl.J 
I! ~~~ ~ n 
.. J ,J 
Story JJ. EBENEZER 
COI1PREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.80 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Oral 
Pictures 
Humor Plot 
L D L----r5 
6 4 
2.5 
1 
Characters 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
1. The surprise when Dick saw Ebenezer 
was a tractor. 
2. Dick taking the cupcakes. 
J. Aunt Susan making cupcakes. 
4. Tractor. 
.5. Farmers. 
.40 
Pers. Assoc. 
.5 
1 
L D 
1 
Picture 
1 
17 
5 
Of the twelve oral responses, six liked the humor, four 
1 the plot and one said the story was too short. Twenty-five 
I 
I pictured the plot. 
I 
I 
I 
II 
II 
II 
I, 
I 
II 
II 
=+= 
Story ,34. NED AND !!ill NEW ~ 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation · 
9 6.88 1.71 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res:12onses Humor Plot Characters illl.Y:me Pers. Assoc. 
L D L---r5 L D L D L D 
I 
1 
oral 19 3 1 
I Pictures 17 .3 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
I 
I Likes Items Picture 
1. Ned bumped up and down on his bicycle 
2. Some men came to build a new road. 
,3. Ned made up a rhyme. 
4. Ned received a bicycle for his birthday. 
5. The mailman came along the road. 
6. Dick rode the bicycle down the new road 
without a bump, bump, bump. 
8 
8 
3 
.3 
1 
.3 
.3 
7 
z · 
5 
All twenty-three children who gave oral responses liked 
l the story. Nineteen responses were for plot, three were for 
I 
rhyme, and one was for personal association. Of the twenty 
II children who pictured the story, seventeen pictured the plot 
I and three pictured characters. Most of the responses were for 
I 
I plot. There were no responses for humor. 
II 
I 
II 
I 
I 
II 
II 
I 
r > , 
b . 
Story 35. ,! TRIP IN THE LITTLE CABOOSE 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
6 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Oral · 
Pictures 
Humor Plot 
L D L--"15 
25 
25 
Character 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
1. Children went up the mountain on a train. 
2. Like the caboose. 
3. Cleaned caboose "spic and span". 
4. When train went "Tooooo-Tooooo". 
.48 
Pers. Assoc. 
5 
4 
3 
2 
L D 
8 
Picture 
12 
1 
5. Liked coming down the mountain in the train. 2 5 
6. When Father started a fire for them. 
7. When the boys told the girls to hurry. 
8. When they got in the train. 
9. When the cows were on the track. 
10. when they got warm clothes on. 
11. When they ran by the engine and cars 
and went into the caboose. 
12. When they went over the mountain. 
13. When Joe had made snowman for them. 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
II 
I c1 
'I 
I 
,I 
il 
I 
'I Likes 
I 
II 
\I 
I 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items Oral 
Children making a snowman. 
Children in caboose playing. 
Picture 
3 
1 
Most of the responses were about plot with twenty-five 
I oral and twenty-five through pictures. ~ight other oral re-
11 sponses were for personal associations. All the picture 
I responses were for plot. The twenty-five children who re-
11 sponded orally liked the story. 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
11 
I 
I 
,, 
II 
11 
Story ,36. THE TRUCK AND THE SNOWZVIAN 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
11 
l1 Responses 
1
J Oral 
I II Pictures 
10.48 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Humor Plot 
L D L---r> 
1 15 1 
Characters 
L D 
RhYme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
75 
Pers. Assoc. 
L D 
2 
1\ 
I Items Oral Picture 
I 
Likes 
1. About winter. 2 
1 
1 
2. Mystery. 
! J. Surprise I 
'I 4. Snowman in truck. 2 1.3 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
The boy had never seen 
Different parts of the 
About children and gas 
Truck - along highway. 
a snowman. 
country. 
station. 
2 
2 
1 
6 
Of nineteen responses given, eighteen liked the story; one 
didn't. Of the eighteen, fifteen liked the plot, two personal 
1! associations; one though it funny. It was too short for one. 
II 
,I 
lj 
'I 
)! 
II 
I 
,I 
I 
II 
II 
I 
·I 
I 
Story 37. MIKE l\1ULLIGAN AND HIS STEAM SHOVEL 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
13 10.36 2.02 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
1
1 Res12onses Humor Plot Characters Rh~me Pers. Assoc. 
L D L----r5 L D L D L D 
orai 3 14 1 
' ,j Picture 18 1 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
I Likes 
Items 
1. The steam shovel was used for a furnace. 
2. The steam shovel was locked in the hole. 
3. The steam shovel was coming down the hill. 
4. The steam shovel dug a hole in one day. 
5. A building was built over I~ry Ann. 
6. People were watching Mary Ann work. 
7. Mike and Mary Ann stayed in the cellar 
of the town hall. 
6 
6 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 
Picture 
1 
1 
2 
6 
8 
1 
All twenty-three children who gave ora l response s l iked 
li the story. Three responses were for humor, fourteen were for 
: plot, one was for characters, and five were for personal asso-
1 ciation. Of the nineteen children who pictured the story, 
I eighteen pictured plot and one pictured characters. Most of 
~ the res onses were for lot. 
II 
I 
!I 
I 
I 
~I 
I 
I, 
II 
I! 
li 
I 
II Possible 
4 
Responses 
story 38. POEM - ROUND GO THE WHEELS 
COl""J.PREHENSION CHECK 
Score Mean Standard Deviation 
3.81 .07 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Pers. Assoc. l 
L D 
Humor 
L D 
Plot L----n Characters L D Rhyme L D 
, Oral 22 
22 
5 
II 
II 
II 
I 
II 
I 
I 
Pictures 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items Oral Picture 
Likes 
1. When the whistle on the train blew. 10 12 
2. When it said, "Box cars and tank cars, 
coat cars, flat cars, and auto cars. 4 
3. When the train went "Ding-Dong". 3 
4. When they said they would come back and 
bring logs and everything. 3 
s. Because it made all the noises. 1 
6. When wheels made rolling motion. 1 
Train going along the track to town. 9 
Cars going along the road. 2 
The city that the train is coming to. 1 
I Most of the responses were about plot with twenty-two oral 
I and twenty-two through pictures. Five other oral responses 
(.)··~ 
·•. 0 
il 
I 
I 
I 
~ 
were for personal associations. All the picture responses were 
for plot. The twenty-five children who responded orally liked 
the story. 
I 
II 
I 
()() 
IJ 
:I 
II 
Jl 
Story 39. THE VERY BIG COW 
CONPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.84 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res:Qonses Humor Plot Characters Rh;y:me 
L---r5 L D L D L 
Oral 10 4 3 
Pictures 25 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
1. The man couldn't milk the cow. 
2. He told the cow he would give her a 
silk dress. 
3. Funny and exciting. 
4. The little girl coming after milk. 
5. Funny. 
6! The cow with more than two characters. 
D 
-37 
Pers. Assoc. I 
3 
2 
1 
2 
8 
L 
1 
D 
Picture 
5 
19 
1 
I 
I 
\ Of sixteen oral responses, ten thought the story funny, 
I 
il four liked the plot, three mentioned characters and one per-
i sonal association. Of the twenty-five pictured, nineteen 
I 
j showed the little girl; five showed the man trying to milk the 
,, C0\'1. 
·I II 
'I 
:I 
Story 40. THE OLD WONAN AND THE FOX 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
I' 
I 
Possible Score Mean Standard Deviation 
9 6.80 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Res12onses Humor Plot Characters Rh;y:me 
L--r5 L D L D L 
Oral 1 19 3 
Pictures 16 1 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
l. The fox ate the sheep. 
2. The old woman took care of her sheep. 
3· The old woman picked the fox because 
he "called" the best. 
4. The whole story 
5. The fox was tending the sheep. 
6. The old woman was looking for someone 
to watch the sheep. 
7. The old woman found the fox eating the 
sheep. 
8. The old woman dropped the bowl of milk 
on the fox and made the tip of his 
tail white. 
D 
1.47 
Pers. Assoc. 
L D 
1 
Picture ' 
6 2 
1 4 
2 
1 
5 
5 
1 
2 
4 
3 
'I All twenty-four children who gave oral responses liked 1 
I 
the story. One response was for humor, nineteen were for plot, II 
i 
II 
:I 
. I 
I 
I 
II 
I' 
.I 
I 
three were for characters, and one was for personal as so cia.-
tion. Of the seventeen children who pictured the story, six-
teen _pictured plot and one pictured characters. Most of the 
responses were for plot • 
r.·· ( { '\ ) 
Story 41. HOW THE RABBIT LOST HIS TAIL 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
7 
Responses 
orai 
Pictures 
Likes 
6.58 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Humor Plot 
L D L----n 
13 
25 
6 
Characters 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
1. When the cat cut off the rabbit' s tail. 
2. When the rabbit said, "I will let you have 
.49 
Pers, Assoc. 
L D 
5 
Picture 
7 4 
my tail if you will let me have your knif~ 1 
J. When rabbit said, "I lost my tail, my knife 
and my basket. No\v I have some lettuce to 
eat instead." 1 5 
4. When the lady gave the lettuce to the 
rabbit. 1 5 
5. Hhen she put lettuce in his basket until 
it broke. 1 3 
6. When the man cut the grass with the knife 
and broke it. 1 2 
7. When it said, "The cat works fast." 
Rabbit going to t'mods to find his' tail. 
Rabbit sleeping. 
One scene where rabbit got basket. 
1 
4 
2 
1 
I 
II 
, ..... ( 
,- j 
I 
1) 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES (continued) 
Items Oral Picture 
Dislikes 
1. When the man was cutting the grass. 2 
2. When the cat cut off the rabbit's tail. 2 
J. When the man was making the baskets. 1 
4. Didn't like it but thought it was funny 
when the cat cut off the rabbit's tail. 1 
Most of the responses were about plot with nineteen oral 
an~ twenty-five through pictures. Of the other oral responses, 
1 three said the story was funny and five were for personal asso-
,, 
I 
elations. One picture response was for characters. Twenty-
three of the twenty-five children who responded orally liked 
the story. Two of these twenty-five said they did not like 
the story at all because the cat cut off the rabbit's tail. 
Some disliked three other items in the plot. 
II 
·I 
Story 42. THE HORNED ANIMALS Qill A PARTY 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
~~ Possible Score 
I 
Standard Deviation 
'I li DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
1 Responses Humor Plot 
L D L D 
Characters 
L D 
Rhyme Pers. Assoc. 
L D L D 
11 Oral 
li Pictures 
12 
'I 
•I Likes 
5 
25 
2 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
1 1. 'rhe dog getting the horns. 
I 2. The cat calling the dog. 
~I 3. The animals going to or at the party. 
II 4. The dog being thrown out. 
Dislikes 
1. I don1 t like those fake stories about dogs. 
1l 2. It was crazy. 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
Picture 
6 
12 
6 
II t Of the seventeen oral responses, twelve thought it funny; 
II five liked the plot; two didn't like the story; three had 
!Personal association • 
. I 
I 
I 
II 
II '?~ 
II 
II 
ll 
Story 43. SILLY JACK 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
9 8.20 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Oral 
Pictures 
Humor Plot 
L D L---n 
3 19 
17 
Characters 
L D 
1 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
Likes 
1. Jack did everything the wrong way. 
2. The king saw his daughter laughing. 
3. Silly Jack came to work at the mill. 
4. Jack and his mother and his donkey went 
to live on the farm that the king 
gave him. 
.85 
Pers. Assoc. 
17 
1 
2 
L D 
Picture 
9 
4 
2 
5 
I 
All twenty-two children who gave oral responses liked the 
1 story. Three responses were for humor and nineteen were for 
plot. Of the eighteen children who pictured the story, seven-
! teen pictured plot and one pictured characters. Most of the I . I . 
l responses were for plot. There were no responses for rhyme 
!I or personal association. 
i[ 
II 
Story 44. STONE ~ 
COMPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Mean Standard Deviation 
6 5.89 .32 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Responses 
Oral 
Picture 
Humor Plot 
L D L--n 
3 19 
24 
Characters 
L D 
Rhyme 
L D 
II 
I DibTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
II Likes: 
Items 
I 1. When the lady gave him all the stuff II to make the soup. 
II 
2. When the man said, "I'll make you some 
stone soup." 
J. When he put the stone in the soup. 
4. The lady said she did not have enough 
dinner for herself. 
5. He used the stone to fool her. 
6. When the man i'lanted to come in. 
7. The soup would be fit for a king. 
11 8. When the man traveled a long way and 
had the stone in his pocket. 
The traveler and lady having soup. 
Pers. Assoc. 
6 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
L D 
4 
Picture 
7 
11 
4 
2 
'I 
., 
Most of the responses were about plot, with nineteen oral 
il 
I 
I I '7~ 
I 
'I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
and twenty-four through pictures. Of the other oral responses, I 
three said the story was funny and four were for personal asso-
ciation. All the picture responses were for plot. The twenty-
five children who responded orally liked the story. 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
Story 4). WEE ROBIN'S CHRISTMAS SONG 
CONPREHENSION CHECK 
Possible Score Standard Deviation 
7 
Responses 
Oral 
Pictures 
Lil-ces 
1. Because 
7 
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES 
Humor Plot 
L D L---r5 
2 1 10 
21 
Characters 
L D 
5 
4 
Rhyme 
L D 
DISTRIBUTION OF PLOT RESPONSES 
Items 
the bird was so smart. 
0 
Pers. Assoc. 
L D 
1 
Picture 
s 
l1 
2. He met the cat - he met the fox. 
J. He sang to the King. 
1 s 
s 7 
I 4. The King is a ·· very .important man. 
I s. The bird flying. I 
1 
13 
Dislikes 
1. Not very funny. 1 
1\ Of the thirteen oral responses, two thought the story 
1\ funny; one didn't. Ten liked the plot; five were interested 
1, 
!, in characters. One personal as.sociation. The pictures showed 
II the bird with the. cat and fox. Seven showed the bird singing 
Jl to the king; thirteen showed bird flying. 
II 
t 'f I . .J 
CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
I 
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CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The purpose of this study was: 
1. To determine the qualities which interest the chil-
dren at grade two level for the stories in We Are Neighbors, 
published by Ginn and Company, basal reader, second level. 
2. To discover the likes and dislikes of the children 
I for the stories in this book. 
J. To discover the reason why the children like or 
dislike the stories in this book. 
To accomplish this, forty-five stories from the second 
grade Ginn and Company basal reader, We ~ Neighbors were 
read to three second grade classes. After every selection 
1 was read, it was checked in one of three ways. 
Limitations: 
I 1. The three different responses were by three dif-
! ferent groups since it was not possible to have any one group 
I 
I due to the time element. 
I 2. The geographical distribution of participants was 
11 narrow. 
I J. The number of participants was restricted. 
'I 
I 
I 
I 
:I 
1 Conclusions: 
I 
I From this survey made in three second grade classes from 
three varied communities of Metropolitan Boston, the following 
conclusions were drawn: 
1. The high scores on the comprehension checks gave 
evidence that the stories were understood. 
2. Most of the children liked the stories. 
3. The children liked the stories because of the 
elements of: 
humor 
plot 
characters 
rhyme 
personal association 
4. Plot was the element of greatest interest. 
5. Humor was the element of second choice. 
6. Personal Association was the element of third 
importance. 
7. Rhyme and Characters were of least importance. 
8. Stories were disliked because of sadistic tendencies 
in plot and lack of humor. 
Suggestions for Further Research 
1. A study of pictures. 
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APPEND DC 
II 
A List of the Stories in We ~ Neighbors 
Garden Street Friends 
, Garden Street 
Next Door Neighbors 
New Neighbors 
Peom - The Unfinished House 
Mike and His Neighbors 
The Basket of Apples 
Patsy Has a Birthday 
Mr. Joe's Rabbits 
Animal Neighbors 
Fuzzy and His Neighbors 
Toddle, the Turtle 
Mr. Toad 
Zeke, the Raccoon 
Tabby and Her Kittens 
Sing, Jerry, Sing 
Poem - Next Door People 
Good Times 
Surprise on Wheels 
I Funny Pictures Miss Ann's Fun Garden 
I The Pet Parade 
1 
Fun with Rhymes 
I 
I Sonny 
Story Fun 
; The Lamb \\'ho Liked Stories 
I Puppy Three on a Roof 
People Who Work for Us 
Has the Milk Come? 
The Air Mail Letter 
A Dog by Express 
Our Radio Does Not Go 
Ginger and the New Wall Pape 
The Baker's Truck 
Poem - Doorbells 
Round Go the Wheels 
Ebenezer 
Ned and the New Road 
A Trip in the Little Caboose 
The Truck and the Snowman 
Mike Mulligan and His Steam 
Shovel 
Poem - Round Go the Wheels 
Old Stories 
The Very Big Cow 
The Old Woman and the Fox 
How the Rabbit Lost His Tail 
The· Horned Animals Give a 
Party 
Silly Jack 
Stone Soup 
Wee Robin's Christmas Song 
1 Snipp, Snapp, Snurr, and the Red Shoes 
II 
I 
:I 
'I 
II 
I 
1. 
Statements for Comprehension Check 
Garden Street 
1. There were no houses on Garden Street. 
2. There were good neighbors on Garden Street. 
J. Cars go up and down Garden Street. 
4. Airplanes come down on Garden Street. 
). Children play around the houses and have good times 
on Garden Street. 
2. Next Door Neighbors 
1. Jack lived in a white house. 
2. Patsy lived in a green house. 
J. Patsy did catch the ball. 
4. · Jack ran to catch the ball. 
5. The ball went under the fence. 
6. The children went around the fence. 
7. Mr. Brown built something. 
3. New Neighbors 
1. A big lumber truck came into Jack's yard. 
2. All the neighbors came out to see what was going on. 
3. Jack liked to hear the noises, bang, bang, z-z-z. 
4. The new house was painted green. 
5. The new neighbor, Mike, came over to see the children . 
4. ,, Poem- The Unfinished House 
1. The house has rooms without doors. 
2. The house has stairs we cannot climb. 
J. People are living in the house. 
4. They go there all the time. 
5. They know who will live there. 
6. They do not think about those who will live there. 
7. They wonder if there will be children's faces at 
the windows looking out. 
5. Mike and His Neighbors 
1. Mike liked his new neighbors. 
2. Mike stayed at home. 
J. He rode on the fire engine. 
4. The Hill's got a new dog. 
5. The Hill's got a new baby. 
6. The children called to see the new baby. 
7. Mike stayed at home to be with the new baby. 
I 
I II 
II 
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6. 
7. 
I 
II 8. 
II 
I 
I 
The Basket of Apples 
1. The boys helped Mi s s Ann by working fast to pick 
apples. 
2. Miss Ann gave the boys ten big red apples. 
J. The boys gave apples to Patsy and Jean. 
4. The boys had some apples left when they met Mr. Joe. 
5. Mr. Joe gave the boys something. 
Patsy Has A Birthday 
I' 
il 
I 
1. Jean and Patsy were walking home from school togethe~ 
2. They went to Mrs. Good's house. 
J. They liked to go to Mrs. Good's house for ice cream 
and toys. 
4. In Mrs. Good's house were some little blue dishes. 
5. Jean and Patsy were just looking at the dishes and 
did not want Mrs. Good to take the dishes out of 
the window for them. 
6. Quack was a big yellow duck who took good care of 
Jean's money. 
7. Jean knew just what Patsy wanted for her birthday. 
8. Jean went to the store and bought the dishes for 
Patsy. 
9. When Jean got home she talked to her mother and 
started to cry. 
10 • . 'Patsy had a birthday party but Jean kept the dishes. 
Mr. Joe's Rabbits 
1. Mr. Joe's house was on fire. 
2. Mr . Joe's rabbit house was on fire. 
J. all the rabbits got out. 
4. The children caught the rabbits. 
5. ~ach child kept the rabbits he caught. 
6. No one gave the rabbits back to Mr. Joe. 
Fuzzy and His Neighbors 
1. Fuzzy liked corn and peanuts. 
2. Patsy put Fuzzy's dinner in a dish in the back yard. 
J. Fuzzy got some of the bread that Patsy put out. 
4. Fuzzy could climb up the sunflower plant to get the 
seeds. 
5. Frisky and Funny could climb up the sunflower plant 
to get the seeds. 
ll 
10. Toddle, the Turtle 
1. Toddle was a pet turtle who liked to crawl. 
2. Toddle crawled up the walls, up on the furniture, 
C:l.Ild out through the window. 
J. One day he crawled into father• s shoe. 
4. One day Toddle tried to climb up on the flowers. 
5. No one saw Toddle crawl down the walk because every-
one was busy. 
6. when they were ready to get into the car they saw 
Toddle crawling through the open gate. 
7. They put Toddle in a basket tUld took him with them 
to jjlue Pond. 
8~ At Blue Pond, Toddle crawled out of the basket 
through the tall grass to the pond. 
9. Toddle found and talked with another turtle. 
10. Toddle stayed at the pond with the frogs and other 
turtles. 
11. Blue Pond was not a good home for Toddle. 
11. Nr. Toad 
1. Jean lost her shoe in I·Uss Ann' s yard. 
2. Mr. Toad was a friend of Miss Ann's. 
J. He ate her plants. 
4. Mr. Toad had a quick tongue. 
5. Mr. Toad ate bugs. 
12. Zeke, the Raccoon 
1. Zeke lived with Tom when he was a baby raccoon. 
2. Zeke was in the window watching for Tom while 
mother was writing a letter. 
J. Zeke went to the door with mother when she heard 
something. 
4. Zeke put his paw in the ink bottle. 
5. Zeke went with Tom to mail the letter. 
13. Tabby and Her Kittens 
1. 
2. 
J. 
4. 
5. 
Tabby and her three baby kittens lived in Bill's 
· kitchen. 
Tabby did not want Bill1 s mother to see how beautiful 
her kittens were. 
Two of the kittens were white and one was black and 
white. 
The first kitten Tabby picked up to take to the new 
place was white. 
The two other kittens followed her to the new place 
she had found. 
I 
I 
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6. When Mother went into the room where the box was, 
she put the cover on the box that the kitten was 
sleeping in. 
7. When Tabby saw that the box was not open she went 
away and forgot about the kitten. 
8. Mother heard Tabby cry in the room where the old box 
was. 
9. Tabby did not want the bowl of milk. 
10. When mother opened the box, she was not surprised. 
to see the kitten sleeping on the old coats. 
11. Tabby picked up her kitten and ran as fast as she 
could to the barn. 
14. Sing, Jerry, Sing 
1. Mary was very happy. 
2. Jerry was a kitten. 
3. Jerry sang when Betty played. 
4. The radio played soft music. 
5. Mary listened to the soft music. 
6. Jerry sang Betty and Mary to sleep. 
7. Jerry was a good singer. 
15. Poem- Next Door People 
1. The next door people had a pet. 
2. It could hop. 
J. It was white. 
4. It could sing. 
16. Surprise on Wheels 
1. 
2. 
J. 
4. 
.s. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
Father said that they could build something big but 
that they could not build it in the living room. 
Uncle Pat had some lumber and a big yard. 
Uncle Pat told them to build something big for his 
goat. 
Jean found a little box and a big bell. 
They made a train big enough to sit in • 
They put the goat in their train. 
The train would not go so they hitched the goat in 
front of it. 
The train would not go because it had no wheels. 
9. They took Peter with them so that he could help pull I 
the train. 
10. 
11. 
Uncle Pat told them to put the big round wheel blocks 11 
on their train but not to let the goat get away. 
The goat gave the train a big bump and it started to 1 
go. I 
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17. Funny Pictures 
I 
lj 
11 18. 
I 
19. 
20. 
1. Jack had a little white box. 
2. It had a film in it. 
J. The children painted some pictures. 
4. It was a black box. 
5. They took it out to the sidewalk. 
6. Dick came by on his bicycle. 
7. Patty had a picture of herself in which she had 
green hair. 
Miss Ann's Fun Garden 
1. Everyone on Garden Street heard the news about Miss 
Ann's field. 
2. There was a tractor in the field. 
J~ Bill, Bob, and Jack were playing ball in the field. 
4. The children liked to work in Miss Ann's garden. 
5. Miss Ann gave the children something after they 
worked all morning. 
6. The children got poles for the beans from Jack's yard. 
7. They planted corn. 
1 
8. The children picked the vegetables. I 
9. The children had a party at school. 
10. They popped corn. 1 
11. They were going to plant another garden some other I 
time. 
The Pet Parade 
1. Not all children on Garden Street have pets. 
2. Jack and Jean painted a sign to tell the children 
and neighbors about the parade. 
3. The children thought Garden Street was just the 
place for a pet parade. 
4. Toddle the turtle was in the pet parade. 
5. Mr. Joe played a toy organ in the parade. 
6. There were ducks and kittens in the parade. 
7. The little white hen made the most fun and won the 
prize. 
Fun with Rhymes 
1. The airplane flew over Jack' s house. 
2. Jack wanted an airpla~e. 
). Pat wanted an airplane. 
4. Bob wanted a pet store. 
5. The children decided to make rhymes. 
6. Bill's rhyme was about birds and trees. 
7. Bob made a rhyme about a mouse and a house. 
,6 
8. Peter made a rhyme about a pumpkin. 
9. The girls and boys liked the same rhyme. 
' 21. Sonny 
1. In the beginning, Sonny liked his own home. 
2. Sonny liked to go for a long walk. 
J. He met other ducks. 
4. He became hungry. 
5. He liked cold water. 
6. He liked bugs. 
7. He decided that he would like to stay on a farm. 
22. The Lamb Who Liked Stories 
1. The Black Sheep told a story about a boy with yellow 11 
hair and blue eyes. 
The lamb liked the little donkey' s story. Ill 2. 
J. 
4. 
10. 
11. 
The little lamb was all black. 
The turkey liked to tell stories but the little 
lamb would not listen to him. 
The cow told a story about a selfish hen. 
The little lamb liked stories. 
The hen could run faster than the duck. 
Before they got to the brook the duck was hungry 
and tired. 
The hen saw the corn first but could not get any of 
it to eat. 
The duck invited the hen 
The lamb liked the cow's 
wanted to hear another 
over to eat corn. 
story so well that she 
one the next ·day. 
1
' 23. Puppy 
1. The puppy lived in the city. 
2. He walked by himself. 
J. He met a bee. 
4. He saw a little bird with brown feathers. 
5. He met a black kitten. 
6. He was afraid of the kitten. 
7. He told his mother that the kitten was little. 
1 24. Three on a Roof 
I' 
1. Mrs. Goose was working on her roof. 
II 
I 
I 
I 
,, 
2. l'1rs. Squirrel went up with Mrs. Goose. 11 
ij 
I 
3. Black Cat brought something with him up to the roof. 
4. Mrs. Owl had something good to eat with her. 
5· Mrs. Owl went up on the roof. 
6. Mrs. Goose told why she went up on the roof. 
7. Mrs. Goose came down from the roof. 
~\ 
II 25. 
I' 
I 
I 
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26. 
1 27. 
I 
I 
II 
Snipp, Snapp, Snurr, and the Red Shoes 
1. The three little boys thought that mother would like 
a train, a pony, and a red wagon. 
2. Mother wanted a red dress for her birthday. 
3. Snipp painted a fence to earn money so that he could 
buy a birthday present for his mother. 
4. Snappy helped the man on the roof to clean his 
chimney because he was so little that he could get 
into the chimney. 
5. Snurr could not find anybody to work for. 
6. When the boys got back home their suits were still 
blue but their shoes were three different colors. 
7. All three boys went off to the store together to buy 
the birthday present. 
8. When they counted their money they found that they 
did not have quite enough, but the man let them 
have their gift anyway. 
9. Mother did not like her present because the boys had 
made more cleani~~ work for her to do. 
Has the Milk Come? 
1. Bob went to ·look for the bread. 
2. The milk was at the front door. 
3. It was breakfast time. 
4. There was a new milkman. 
5. He forgot to leave the milk at Bob's house. 
The Air Mail Letter 
1. 
2. 
J. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
Mother wrote a letter to Aunt Nan. 
It would take the letter longer to go by fast express 
train than by plane. 
Jack said that he would run to the mail box with the 
letter. 
Jack' s hat got lost when it blellf off. 
The letter flew down the walk. 
Jack caught the letter. 
The postman laughed at Jack. 
The truck went away with the letter. 
Aunt Nan's letter was put on an airplane. 
10. 
11. 
The letter was in the airplane during the night. 
The letter was at Aunt Nan1 s house the very next day. J 
11 
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30. 
A Dog by Express 
1. The expressman took the little dog on his first trip 
because he looked as if he would like to go to his 
new home. 
2. Bob and Bill watched for the expressman every day. 
3. Bill called the dog "Mac~; . 
4. Bill thanked the expressman for bringing their dog. 
5. The expressman had to ask Bill for a hammer to get 
the dog out of the box. 
6. The little dog kept running after the expressman. 
7. The expressman laughed and put the dog back in the 
box to keep the dog from following him. 
8. The boys found a paper in the box with the dog's 
name on it. 
9. The dog was happy to hear his name when the boys 
called him by it. 
Our Radio Does Not Go 
1. Mrs. Brooks went to a toy store. 
2. She went to buy a new radio. 
3. The radio man came to her house. 
4. He brought a new radio. 
5. He fixed their old radio. 
Gi:rlger and the New w·all Paper 
1. Patsy and Mother picked out the new wallpaper. 
2, They bought the green wallpaper. 
,, 
3. Nr. Stone was going to put the paper on the wall. 
4. Father helped to take the things out of Patsy's room. 1 
5. Ginger wanted to help them. I 
6. Mr. Stone brought a ladder with him. 1 
7. He had on brown overalls. l 
8. He brought the paper with him. 
9. Patsy watched Mr. Stone. 
10. Patsy's old wallpaper was yellow. 
11. Patsy knocked the paste down. 
12. Ginger got paste all over himself. 
13. Ginger ran outdoors away from Patsy. 
The Baker's Truck I li 
1. 
2. 
The baker uses milk and flour to make bread and rolls. , 
I Mr. Bell had to wait because the bread, cake, and I 
rolls were not ready to put into his truck. ' 
The truck came down Garden Street and stopped at one 1 
house after another. I 
Mr. Joe always wanted a little brown cake and six IJ 
rolls. 
4. 
II 
lj 
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5. Mr. Bell went into Patsy's house to sell her mother 
some cakes. 
6. While Mr. Bell was in the house, Frisky Squirrel 
opened the door of the truck and took a brown roll. 
7. Mr. Bell saw the squirrel take the cookie and he ran 
out of Patsy' s house. 
8. Mr. Bell laughed when he saw the squirrel running 
away with the roll. 
9. Frisky Squirrel and Dick each had some of Mr. Bell's 
rolls for dinner. 
Poem- Doorbells 
1. The story told us who rang the bell. 
2. A policeman was at the door. 
J. A chicken was sitting on the doorstep • 
.t:benezer 
1. Ebenezer was going to saw up the old apple trees. 
2 • . . Ebenezer was going to help with the corn. 
J. Ebenezer got tired. 
4. Uncle Bill bought some cup cakes at the store. 
5. Aunt Susan gave Bill one cup cake. 
6. Uncle Bill took Dick out to see Ebenezer. 
7. Ebenezer took Dick for a ride. 
8. Dick liked riding on Ebenezer better than riding 
in a train or a bus or a car. 
9. Ebenezer ma de a noise going over the ground. 
)4. Ned and the New Road 
1. There were no street and no road near Ned's house. 
2. Cars bumped and bumped on the way to town. 
J. Ned earned some money and bought himself a bicycle. 
4. Ned had a lovely time riding his bicycle every day. 
5. Ned heard "Clinkety-clankt" as machines came down 
the road. 
6. He took his bicycle and rode along beside them. 
7. Ned was so happy that the machine was going to make 
a new road that he made up a rhyme. 
8. One day the new road was finished but the machines 
did not go away. 
9. Ned went down the road on his bicycle without a 
bump, bump, bump. 
!JO 
II 
35. A Trip in the Little Caboose 
1. The caboose is the first car behind the engine. 
2. The children• s father was the conductor on the train. 
3. The children would not clean the caboose. 
4. The train could climb mountains. 
5. The train took logs up the mountain. 
6. The train took logs down the mountain. 
1 36. The Truck and the Snowman 
,, 
1. Fred's father worked at a gasoline station. 
2. Fred often helped his father. 
3. Fred liked the long blue busses best of all. 
4. The truck drivers often talked to Fred. 
5. The trucks and busses went fast in the snow. 
6. Fred made a snowman at the gasoline station. 
7. Someone helped Fred make his snowman. 
8. Fred gave the snowman away. 
9. The snowman went for a ride. 
10. The snowman melted before Pat saw it. 
11. Pat sent a present to Fred. 
37. Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
Mike Mulligan had a wife named Mary Ann. 
Mary ann had h~lped to make good roads and dig cellal 
Gasoline shovels took all the work away from steam 
shovels. 
Mike and Mary Ann crawled up and down hills until 
they came to the town where they were going to dig 
the cellar. 
1
;1 
Mike said that if they could not dig the cellar in 
one day, the people would not have to pay him. 
Mike said that he and r1ary Ann could dig faster if 
no one were watching them. 
Mike and Mary Ann cut the four corners of the cellar 
but could not dig the cellar in one day. I 
All the people shouted because Mike and Mary Ann had 
dug the cellar in one day. 
After the cellar was dug, Mike could not get the I 
steam shovel out of the cellar. 
Mike was not paid for the work because he could not jll 
get his steam shovel out of the cellar. 
The people built a new town hall right over Mike 1
1 Mulligan and Mary Ann. j 
People go to sit by the furnace and listen to the I 
stories Mary Ann has to tell. II 
Mary Ann is by Mike 1 s side in the cellar warming the 1!1 
people in the new town hall. 
I 
II 
I 
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Poem- Round Go the Wheels 
1. This poem tells about box cars and tank cars. 
2. It is about airplanes. 
J. It is about steam boats. 
4. It is about railroad trains. 
II 
I 
39. The Very Big Cow 
ll 
I 
I 
II 
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I 41. 
1. 
2. 
J. 
4. 
s. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
The 
1. 
2. 
J. 
4. 
s. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9· 
The cow belonged to a little man. 
In the beginning, the cow let the man milk her. 
The cow jumped all around when the man tried to 
milk her. 
The cow stood still when the man said he would give ,, 
her a dress of silk. 
The man told his mother about the cow. 
The stick made the cow stand still. 
The farmer helped the man. 
The little girl wanted a cup of milk • 
The cow gave the girl a cup of milk. 
Old Woman and the Fox 
I 
The old woman sat on the hill and called to her sheep 1 
when she saw wild animals nearby. 
1 The old woman was tired and wanted to find someone to 
help care for her sheep. 
The old woman did not like the voice of the bear and 
so she would not let him take care of her sheep. 
The wolf promised to take good care of the sheep. 
The old woman liked the call of the fox so she 
decided to let him watch the sheep. 
A big wolf ate one little lamb on the first day the 
fox took them up the hill. 
On the next day, a big black bear ate a big sheep. 
When the old woman went to the hillside she saw the 
fox eating a sheep. 
The old woman dropped the bowl of milk on the fox's 
tail which made the white tip that you now see on 
every fox's tail. 
How the Rabbit Lost His Tail 
1. The rabbit never had a long tail. 
2. The cat cut off the rabbit's tail. 
3. The rabbit said, "The tail was too long for me." 
4. The rabbit gave the cat a knife. ,J 
5. The old man gave the rabbit a basket. I 
6. The man broke the rabbit's knife. 
7. The rabbit ate lettuce. 
I' 
I 
·I 
I 42. The Horned Animals Give a Party 
I 
•I 
II 
I 
1. The party was only for animals with horns. 
2. The cat and the dog wanted to go to the party. 
J. They found some horns. 
4. The dog wore the horns. 
5. The dog went to the party. 
6. The dog was supposed to come out and let the cat use 
the horns. 
7. The dog came out when the cat called to him. 
8. The cat went in to the party. 
9. The horned animals chased the dog away. 
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Jack did not like to work. 
Jack lost his money after the farmer paid him. 
Jack1 s mother told him to bring money home in a 
paper bag. 
When the farmer gave him butter for his work, Jack 
put it in his pocket. 
Next, the farmer gave Jack a donkey which he took 
home in his hands. 
The cat did not like the cold water and it ran away. 
Jack tied the bag of flour on to a stick and dragged 
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it home behind him. I 
The next day he rode home on a donkey that the farmer 
had given him. 
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Jack, his mother, and his donkey went to live on a 
farm thcit the king gave him because he had made 
the king1 s daughter laugh. 
Stone Soup 
1. The traveler had money in his pocket. 
2. The woman wanted him to stay outside. 
3. The traveler put a stone in the water. 
4. The woman gave him some cabbage. 
5. The traveler did not give the woman any soup. 
6. The woman and the traveler ate all of the soup. 
Wee Robin1 s Christmas Song 
1. Wee Robin wanted to sing a song for the king. 
2.. Wee Robin did what the cat wanted him to do. 
3. Wee Robin met a big bird. 
4. The fox caught a lamb. 
5. Wee Robin flew down to see the white tip of the fox's 
tail. 
6. Wee Robin found the king1 s home. 
7. The king liked Wee Robin's song. 
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nictorial resnonse for the story n .like anti His Neiehbors" showing 
that pnrt of the plot where J.:ike go t all wet un,ier the sprinkler . 
( 
A pictorial response for the story 111.Ir . <Toe ' s Raobi ts 11 showine; a 
character, one of 1:r . Joe's r:Jbbits . 
